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Practical Writing Guides for RIM Professionals

Cioffi, Frank. The Imaginative Argument: A Practical Manifesto for Writers. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2005. — Practical guide to the art of writing

Crider, Scott F. The Office of Assertion: An Art of Rhetoric for the Academic Essay.
Wilmington, Del.: ISI Books, 2005. — Considering how to reach a particular audience and
express an argument

Culler, Jonathan and Kevin Lamb, eds. Just Being Difficult? Academic Writing in the
Public Arena. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2003. — Transforming research
into more accessible writing

Flaherty, Alice W. The Midnight Disease: The Desire to Write, Writer’s Block, and the
Creative Brain. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2004. — Overcoming writer’s block

Germano, William. From Dissertation to Book. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005.
— Transforming dissertations into books

Luey, Beth, ed. Revising Your Dissertation: Advice from Leading Editors. Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press, 2004. — Transforming dissertations into books

Miller, Jane E. The Chicago Guide to Writing About Numbers. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2004. — Advice on how to write about numbers for certain kinds of
audiences

Mitchell, Richard. The Leaning Tower of Babel and Other Affronts by the Underground
Grammarian. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1984. — Improving writing with humorous
commentary on common mistakes

Books on Writing by Professional Writers

Arana, Marie, ed., The Writing Life: Writers on How They Think and Work: A Collection
from the Washington Post Book World. New York: Public Affairs, 2003.



Atwood, Margaret. Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Barzun, Jacques. Simple and Direct: A Rhetoric for Writers, rev. ed. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1985.

Bradbury, Ray. Zen in the Art of Writing. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Joshua Odell Editions,
1996.

Bunge, Nancy. Master Class: Lessons from Leading Writers. Iowa City: University of Iowa
Press, 2005.

Clark, Roy Peter. Writing Tools: 50 Essential Strategies for Every Writer. New York: Little,
Brown and Co., 2006.

Dillard, Annie. The Writing Life. New York: Harper Perennial, 1990.

Friedman, Bonnie. Writing Past Dark: Envy, Fear, Distractions and Other Dilemmas in
the Writer’s Life. New York: Harper Perennial, 1993.

Gilchrist, Ellen. The Writing Life. Jackson, Miss.: University Press of Mississippi, 2005.

hooks, bell. Remembered Rapture: The Writer at Work. New York: Henry Holt and Co.,
1999.

King, Stephen. On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft. New York: Pocket Books, 2000.

Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life. New York: Anchor
Books, 1994.

Lesser, Wendy. The Amateur: An Independent Life of Letters. New York: Vintage Books,
1999.

Lott, Bret. Before We Get Started: A Practical Memoir of the Writer’s Life. New York:
Ballatine Books, 2005).

Lukeman, Noah. The First Five Pages: A Writer’s Guide to Staying Out of the Rejection
Pile. New York: Fireside Book, Simon & Schuster, 2000.

Mailer, Norman. The Spooky Art: Thoughts on Writing. New York: Random House, 2003.

Rhodes, Richard. How to Write: Advice and Reflections. New York: Harper Collins
Publishers, 1995.

Smokler, Kevin ed. Bookmark Now: Writing in Unreaderly Times. New York: Basic Books,
2005.

Turchi, Peter. Maps of the Imagination: The Writer as Cartographer. San Antonio, Texas:
Trinity University Press, 2004.



Yagoda, Ben. The Sound on the Page: Style and Voice in Writing. New York:
HarperCollins, 2004. — Developing and mimicking writing styles

Other Writing Resources

Alter, Robert. The Pleasures of Reading in an Ideological Age. New York: W. W. Norton
and Co., 1996.

Birkerts, Sven. The Gutenberg Elegies: The Fate of Reading in an Electronic Age. Boston:
Faber and Faber, 1994.

__ . Reading Life: Books for the Ages. Saint Paul, Minnesota: Graywolf Press, 2007.

Bloch, R. Howard and Carla Hesse, eds. Future Libraries. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1995.

Bolker, Joan. Writing Your Dissertation in Fifteen Minutes a Day: A Guide to Starting,
Revising, and Finishing Your Doctoral Thesis. New York: Henry Holt and Co., 1998.

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research, 2nd
ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003.

Chace, William M. 100 Semesters: My Adventures As Student, Professor, and University
President, And What I Learned Along the Way. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
2006.

Conway, Jill Ker, in William Zinsser, ed., Inventing the Truth: The Art and Craft of
Memoir, rev. ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1998.

Corrigan, Maureen. Leave Me Alone, I'm Reading: Finding and Losing Myself in Books.
New York: Random House, 2005.

Delbanco, Andrew. Required Reading: Why Our American Classics Matter Now. New York:
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1997.

Dennis, Everette E., Craig L. LaMay, and Edward C. Pease, eds., Publishing Books. New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Publishers, 1997.

Dirda, Michael. Readings: Essays and Literary Entertainments. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 2000.

___.An Open Book: Coming of Age in the Heartland. New York: W. W. Norton and Co.,
2003.

__. Book by Book: Notes on Reading and Life. New York: Henry Holt and Co., 2005.

Donahue, Patricia and Gretchen Flesher Moon, eds. Local Histories: Reading the Archives
of Composition. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2007.



Donoghue, Denis. The Practice of Reading. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998.
Edmundson, Mark. Why Read? New York: Bloomsbury, 2004.

Eisenstein, Elizabeth L. The Printing Press as an Agent of Change: Communications and
Cultural Transformations in Early-Modern Europe. New York: Cambridge University

Press, 1979.

Epstein, Jason. Book Business: Publishing Past Present and Future. New York: W. W.
Norton, 2002.

Fadiman, Anne. Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader. New York: Farrar, Straus,
and Giroux, 1998.

__. Rereadings: Seventeen Writers Revisit Books They Love. New York: Farrar, Straus,
and Giroux, 2005.

Germano, William. Getting It Published: A Guide for Scholars and Anyone Else Serious
About Serious Books. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001.

Grafton, Anthony. The Footnote: A Curious History. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1997.

Gutkind, Lee and Hattie Fletcher, eds. Keep It Real: Everything You Need to Know About
Researching and Writing Creative Nonfiction. New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2008.

Inchausti, Robert, ed. Echoing Silence: Thomas Merton on the Vocation of Writing. Boston:
New Seeds, 2007.

Jackson, H. J. Marginalia: Readers Writing in Books. New Haven: Yale University Press,
2001.

Johnson, W. Brad and Carol A. Mullen. Write to the Top! How to Become a Prolific
Academic. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

Kramer, Mark and Wendy Call, eds. Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers’ Guide from
the Nieman Foundation at Harvard University. New York: Plume, 2007.

Lesser, Wendy. Nothing Remains the Same: Rereading and Remembering. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

Manguel, Alberto. A History of Reading. New York: Viking, 1996.

__. Into the Looking-Glass Wood: Essays on Books, Reading, and the World. San Diego:
Harcourt Inc, 1998.

__ . A Reading Diary: A Passionate Reader’s Reflections on a Year of Books. New York:
Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux, 2004.

___.The Library at Night. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008.



McKitterick, David. Print, Manuscript and the Search for Order 1450-1830. New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Nunberg, Geoffrey, ed. The Future of the Book. Berkeley: University of California Press,
1996.

Osen, Diane, ed. The Book That Changed My Life: Interviews with National Book Award
Winners and Finalists. New York: The Modern Library, 2002.

Paretsky, Sara. Writing in an Age of Silence. New York: Verso, 2007.

Pollan, Michael. A Place of My Own: The Education of an Amateur Builder. New York:
Random House, 1997.

Powell, Walter W. Getting into Print: The Decision-Making Process in Scholarly
Publishing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985.

Prose, Francine. Reading Like a Writer: A Guide for People Who Love Books and for Those
Who Want to Write Them. New York: HarperCollins, 2006.

Riles, Annelise, ed. Documents: Artifacts of Modern Knowledge. Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 2006.

Schiffrin, André. The Business of Books: How International Conglomerates Took Over
Publishing and Changed the Way We Read. New York: Verso, 2000.

Schwartz, Lynne Sharon. Ruined by Reading: A Life in Books. Boston: Beacon Press, 1996.

Silverman, Franklin H. Authoring Books and Materials for Students, Academics, and
Professionals. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 1998.

___. Publishing for Tenure and Beyond. Westport, Conn.: Praeger, 1999.

Silvia, Paul J. How to Write a Lot: A Practical Guide to Productive Academic Writing.
Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association, 2007.

Waters, Lindsay. Enemies of Promise: Publishing, Perishing, and the Eclipse of
Scholarship. Chicago: Prickly Paradigm Press, 2004.

Wolf, Maryanne. Proust and the Squid: The Story and Science of Reading Brain. New
York: HarperCollins, 2007.

Zane, J. Peter, ed. Remarkable Reads: 34 Writers and Their Adventures in Reading. New
York: W. W. Norton, 2004.

Zerubavel, Eviatar. The Clockwork Muse: A Practical Guide to Writing Theses,
Dissertations, and Books. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999.



